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Interactive Evolution of Expo and Urban
Development and Expo’s Contemporary Significance

HU Bin

(Institute of Finance and Economics Research s Shanghai University of

Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Interactive evolution of Expo and urban development runs
through the whole history of Expo. As a platform for the communication,
exhibition and spread of urban cultural and technological achievements, Ex-
po always focuses on the evolution trajectories of urban innovation. Contem-
porary urban innovation is characterized by penetration and amalgamation of
technology, culture and art. In order to meet innovation needs of value activ-
ities, Expo is facing a new round of functional change. In turn, functional e-
volution of Expo also deeply influences the direction of urban development.
In particular, when the competition turns on cities and regions, localization
trend of Expo is more and more clear and is regarded as a strategic tool of re-
gional exploitation and urban growth. However, owing to the un-sustain-
ability of traditional urban competition patterns characterized by chasing
capital, it suffers serious criticism. It needs to study again the significance of
Expo upon urban transformation under a new background. The main tasks of
Shanghai Expo 2010 are to follow the topics of Expo in practice and actively
explore the new direction of functional change. Shanghai should make full
use of this opportunity and rapidly integrate into the global urban network
by improving territorial competitiveness, exploring institutional innovation
of regional cooperation and developing culture and creative economy and
modern convention and exhibition industry.

Key words: Expo; urban development; interactive evolution; urban

transformation; Shanghai Expo 2010 (wHE%% &+ )
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