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A5 UL B[R] B (MckiernanfTPurg , 2008 ), 5] Sy [ P Al il 125 £l A 500 X6 B P A 58
St Bkig , SIS B = i AT RREE A R 25 A A

RUE A SCHR M ZH 2L B [ PR AL S5 00 £ o BB Tl ZE Al A S 3 i (2R 4R 55,
2020), HZ %05 M Simon Y BHEHELL , I F-#5 A 0 A SR IT ILSARIR A b A& i SR
HE Ko 83 [ 245 (Yoon, 2013 ; Voudouris: , 2000 ) , 111 Bl 22 B 76 254\ A 8 25T S 72 1 R
BERASRGY R EIARE, 2020) , 35 A AR 3= /MR 35 X LA RO Rl R %) & g
i 73 Ah, IEANSimon (2012) FTi , BB e ZE A\l G AN ] rh /Nl 0 A 1, [l A
FFHAE R R, DA S RS IR E AR A R R E R, R AR
S ILARAIE D R4S Van Agtmael (2017 )FET 2448 5 A TR H B XS BROE 5l ZE Al , (R G
SCHIR 1 A X 3 [ Be o e A 25 IR 56T , IE ANZE AR5 (2020 )2 75 56 T v R i e 5 9
JERIE S ZE Al 1) S PR 5T

FL L, FRE ZEIEIE e ZE Al e JR A B 3 T e o XU 45 S A s B B, B — & IR
TEURELIR A B, BV B IR AR (B = 3= 5 R L e 57 31 SR AR IR AR ) LA S D EOR TR
F1 K (Kothari%,2013) ; “JEFEGVCsH b TS 45 BT o 3X R BRIE 24l & e 1 LA
BN sh 1 TSR A #dir A Z2GVCsH (Hennart, 2018) , B T4 TA f7 5534 H (7, o
PR Zy 3R 32 T A A 1 F7 40 TARB ML A A BR 7 T (RIS, 2021 ), 8 2 I 45 B
AF R AN B ) XU CERES RN T XU, 2020 ) o T8 5 A0 A2, 0B AR - v/ IMER I ji R 7 XU 45 34
TEEERR G T, FHAF T 87 = S ol IRk 55 58 03 LA KRBT 3700 3 M7, (RAR SR REFEGV CsHp
PHTE BCA BRIP4, 35 S i 22 80K 22 BRI B s Al B AR it T v G 9 U 5L
W, BRI i AR BTHTRE 1 5 8 2 05 3l 1 W AT $R R A7 754518 (Buckley fllHashai, 2014 )
PRI, AR SR AR T 0L 25 3 B IR T I RSO St Al ATz AR = rh /MBI 7 A T J
A BFFE RN - 1 I XU 2 AR B BR ), GV Cs T A b/ ML g A 2 iR B e ZE £
b 2 SRR R AT A7

BT ARSI, AR Sk BT [ 358 LAY (1 RO e 224l 32 FH 22 i 5 0 1T e it
I8 B SE M GVCs g AR = /ML R BT 8N BROE S ZEA b ) S R 28, R A ] G
F B Bk e BURRAE 5 LUK, 3 A A R (] S B PR 28 0 4 alb B AR G 1 FHAILBR , 44 3
GVCs FEIE A I S R B AR AR 85 AN & T BRAT BB S 2l L K 4Bk
P EBEA SC B, o T A MR BT 7EGV Cs R FR I IS " IR ) , DR I ok L
AR PR BRIE MR T R R 5

=, XHEkERR
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B 5 4 4l J2& Simon (1996 ) 78 H A 1R (RUB i 4% : 23K (150044 24w iy s ) Z 18 )
(Hidden champions : Lessons from the World’s Best Unknown Companies ) I $2E H FIHES: , 9
PR AR — B (R R R 3 v NSRRI 6477 i 22 5 , IR e A R L] A AR Bsf ], fELXGF
A ORI PR RS B — /Ml o [RTE, Simon (2009 ) BHF 5% & B, — Z2 2 BB AIL R Bt
T TR A 75 B =Rt - KT 00 844 7 = SO 7E KRG B2 5058 — SR AL T
40123670 s #1231 BEAIR AN 20 AR I3 3k 2 il 1) “BeIB I AN R AEZ R R RE A AR, HE 2
JERAE T HE2/3 0 BB 6 24 K 30 1 T B2B AU, AR R Al v B 4 LR A A 48
S a] > ah ELE AR 55 o A SCHE B AR SE X R BRI T Al i T st
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K (Audretsch®,2018) 411, Yoon (2013 )4 Baetk e 224 43 Ay i sk i B A Q37 3
e 08 & A I & L Ak, e 3 #h ) H AR (Simon, 2009 ) (54 1 19455 X% (Voudouris 55,
2000) . #ZiE% P (RantHflCerne, 2017) , 28Kk M (Ramsey 5, 2016) =402 T.(Simon,
2009 )5 R A4 28U T (VoudourisZs , 2000 ) 34 J2: Beet: e 424 b SR A5 - AR FF 4 BR T 3400 S 4t
ALY T B A A A D2 W B T A IR AT T IR AT B TRt ZE s 54k L
R A B SCRRAT SR AT 2 B, 2 T2 Baut e Al AT e R AR AR KRR B 1 2 00 (B4R 7
5,2022) , A T2 40 H SRR A i) R R B

5, Simon (2009 )IA 5 241 37 [ R ABAFAE B KoK A A ALY BRI i 24l
FH#kVan Agtmael (2007 )32 SONBTR4BRIEIEEZE AN, BAFSE &I, AT TE LI R T 3758 5
FEABRIE P o 8 T A AR ARk, B2 TR ROE i A R WHR R, [ A D2
BT IR B GE HFARAQTH AEE S T TR REVTIE (LeifWu,2022) . 4R1 , BE
BT K L2058 T A5 BRSO, S BT A 7 T IS T 0 R w22 A ad A2
PERFIEATS SR 35 M A R ELASTRY , 228 10 e LA AR R B el Al e 7 AU 45 S B BR 1 T, 78
GVCsHMIREPLEEIE B A2k 2,

(Z)GVCs S BIE A I A SR 5T

VE R [ s 7 45 45 1) 2 B R M T L, GV CsHE A Ry e 7 4 BRI [l N & Bt A& it il
TR MRS S AR DSBS RN 5T 5 0 L D 25 1 2854 (Gereffi, 2014)  Horp TS
THHE A GVCs M HTHESL AR O 2 R 43, 5 BB e ZE Al B T B e ) i VDA 56 S i iF
5, B H5GVCsAUEA A+ /ML g il A BRI 37 1 e 7 B, i LR M HN 2R £ %
AV AL FRIGE IR -5 A FE R R B 00 AL T 5 2 ML (Cano-Kollmann%, 2016 ), FE A2 A £
AINBE R B AR T A% 45 S5 R R BE 7, BE S RE S S PR FA AR BRHIELER Y 1) e BRI B 2R Y 2
T, B IE R BRI 6 424l (Choksy %, 2017 )

AR SR P 125 A B AR [ B GV Cs Al 5 M B e 2 Al A T J it R T e 2 T S R
() B 245 SR B R A TH (SudsE,2021) JRAFFEGVCs STk, T2 — a1 48 B FH R 3 DB
2T E A A R4S T (value-added ladder ) A% 542 (MorrisonZs, 2008 ) , {H ik 264>
MV TGN AR H R s PR R AT R 8 WA B SCRR R, 78 25 AL I IS T 52, 3%
T E F AL BT A1 5 52 2% (Giuliani%s , 2005 ) , 88 IA N2 7EGV Cs FRAR W3R BUAR 7
RIS T AR, LA ST S GRS K5 2 (Ponte M Ewert, 2009 ; BT i 45 ,2022) o A
SERY I, WEA SCHR L2870 XUER 45 415 B BR ) A b mp /ML IO R A ) T2 B Ay et st 22 il i 2ot
PRI AN , 3X— R B T IE GV Cs A HrAE R % A 15 B AR I Ao B

F—I7 T, FEGVCSIG LR, X T RIEEEAMIN S , 5 2Bk E S 56 R F A
g — RS TR IR, USRS T = (14 BT AU (MeyerFlIPeng , 2016 ; Yang FliDeng, 2017) .
GBS, BB i 22 A Ml % 5 & R A A LAABATT 5 4 ik 2 5 Al (B] 19 06 3R R TP A BT iR AT 1Y
(YeungFCoe,2015) . LA - SCHRIAIE H 48Kk = AV AE GV CsTR PRES Y A i, 7R OB it
FEA Y B T3t R i i k¥ 25 TSR (GereffifliLee, 2016 ) , (H7EH: b 45y 18 i HAAR A €5
HIAF43 5 (Giuliani%F , 2005 ) , LK HANAT 5 B BRI 76 424 b 42 5 G A 2 78 Y
B AR ™ 8 /Y 435 (Ponte fllEwert, 2009 ; Werner, 2012 ) . 5 41, i N &R IR A7 = S5 6E
EXHEER NN, RIE AP Bt R T Rz AL AR T & DL 2Rk A
FEAE B T LR, RN T BUGV CsIR FREE #4 & A 4 135 45 fk (Sako M1 Zylberberg, 2019 ) . 4%
T, BRI T ZE A I S R AT R M GV Cs v B4 Fa . [R)RE i RAS 2 A 8588 s, ik S8 L
MELIAE 7R H GV CsTfRHLAY 5 B B 2k R stk
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A EZER 2 Z B2 SRR AT 158, BT T RIE 2P iU B 5
AL TR A B B, AT LS HA T A, i R B ik .0 B 29 B IE
FRTIE AR RIS WL (REUEN S, 2022) , IR FI AR SCR G Al g asny s Hak , A
WF5E R T Uil Chow )" 5 A2 (why ) BRI BE B [l B, 1M 0058 7 VR GG & Fid it S
PLHZE R R AT 5T (Eisenhardt, 1989) , PS5 A SCHFSE [R) REAHE IC ; )i , 9 80— SR T 52 AH
L, RS Z RIS ik S — e R e S )l S 2, AFE Ao i FH < 10 AR B AN
{HRE AT AR Z 491 2 b4 1) J 2 A4k, 17 HLAR A Bh IR BN [R) 2 Y BRO% 7 424\ B G FE 1) 22
S S ARRIZ AL, B BAS SCIR TSR S 5038 4R O RFFTHE AR, DD A R PR BE 3k BB 16 AN H 2
LB T IS R R SRR (O 58 4510 T HLE SRR e AT B (EisenhardtFlGraebner,
2007).

()Rl e

Y FARSCWFFE [, BROE e A b AR BECR 1 BRI HhAE o SCFP A B T i KPR B b
RIE &2 M 2E 5 IERIE e AT /Y JE vk 5 4k Bk s {625 5] (EisenhardtFll Graebner, 2007 ) .
I, B e PR 0 BEOR el ZE AL 7 7 75 45 B PN 45 - — 7 T, S 49114 75 1 /2 Simon (2009 ) X FUE
S P HES A, I HLAF G TR BRO® 7 42l S B i 85 R A 0 (— AN i 1420k T )
(ZEFRSE,2020)  HARAKL, (1) 2Bk T3, BT 5 23k g h Eife ol bk 2155347, 5%
P E T A B ; (2) FUILATE20( AR LT ; (3) FEB2BHT 4tk i) = iy, Hax g4
M A R R BE T 2 A1 B 2T B T AL 5 — 7 T, 15 28 Sturgeon (2002 ) WL, AR 77 i
LA = TR A RE RS , el 1 =AU A0 7 - (1) R AR R, BPGa e iE 8 i i 3 6 &
PEALFRUEAL ™ 55 (2) B JRALN R, 1 FH L o 3K e SR iR A R AR B i (3) 38 L
BER R, SRR G A A A AR R R 2 A AN R & PR 2R AL IR 55

PRI , SRR A ZE AR A AL 45 S T ACEE H A BR A w (RTRRWLEE) T I TE U A rE ML
A7 BN ] (TRIRR<FEI) M 7 FR H e A FR A ] (TR 87, ix e Al B4 2k A TA
B ABR T 80 T3 R VR HE T3 R FI Al = ZRRE R A, I B iR TAEGVCsHh 5 HA
ER 2k FE .
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FHIE BT AR 330 500 200
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MR A T B L JE UL N B SRR REAL Y 7
BER R = dh Sk P AR AR A fi% H =
FEAE AL FIRAE IKIRID  FES 0 T KRG R R AR SER L R

AT R IHET S AH P 444 MEKTEC%:

(=) B R S 0
R HE NSRS 1) S R S AT SR, AN SR = A Bk Y SR, 8 1 2 A7 3 BB R
BEAR B o G N = G Bl B e SR A B AT TR TR A~ 5 R A DR SR — TR
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ST, 201 84F XT3 5 210 Rl 1 1 A AR HE A A0 1 838 B BOR TR A% 8 J 2 4 4
FHEAT T14RVIAR,, VIR 98040 8h (T WL 322 ) o VTR IENEH I TR ML, VT 32 U5 3 4
AT A R ) TARZS , A DR SR sk Bk AT T Rt i s Hak , —F4%
it FBORE T AT Pty 2 R RSO S A S BAARHE , ST 5 2 Ml 83 5 S 1) Al Y
OSTFECRE , IN P R RSB A IR WE R SE | 7= T e 8 0 46 i Ak SN AR 2 BIHE [ sl
RN IE , RES AT R0EE B0 1 B I0E | E G 45 B 46 ™ 51 52 il A9 15 B2 14 0]/ ( Eisenhard t 1
Graebner, 2007 ),

F2 HRERILCE

ViR H 4 ViR#E A (o)
2018.06.03—2018.08.03 XL HEREK B R 290
2018.03.18—2018.03.19  fHEIIf HAHAC B S ARS E R TR 360
2018.08.08—2018.10.08 VLY K I EAEHA AT iR 330

FEST T B R, AR SCR A T Gioiad i i —Fh I T FUAR SRR A 2508l 45 U7k (GioiaSE,
2013), H R E MR RN Vivo L T, il F X5 3R15 19 K 8 R FI R M AT g, DLk
H1 RE A% 46 7 AF 5T 1) R A OB 0, N I GO IN TR RS A A TR) OC R R 1) 1 R VR -
ELRHECE A B RS R B R AR Y, EEHE AR IR O 0T ARIEAERY EE 2 U
PRALA AT ARTE B DCHT AR SR A B 1 A0 FE i B v R U B RS IR AR
B Bt s SRy e DAARRL A 3 SCER T S G 19 A5, B — B 2 s — B B2 P i iy
Bl vh B ST A2 U5 B AE GRS BB T 280 IR 2R S I AR 2800 LAY, A e 25 T 250t e I
52 LA AE I AR 38 AT — WA 2 [T S ), 76 5 AR DG SR EEA 7% A IR L K RIS
DA PR ES N H B — B O R 1« B A X AN B2 IE AN Eisenhardt (1989 ) it
IR XA AR T A AR LM BN, B S IR RIS KAE P2 ali I A O A i 7%
SEAI ] BTN T —A 24 A P B R  R B e  XAS R R R — Rk,
AP T e RGBSR A N s o [RIE R s A A A S A e
Z RIS WA B4, 7 B R PR RS D i B 98 08 01 1Y) (] B B 8% 48 78 OC S A& 2 [B) 19 ¢ R (Gaur Al
Kumar,2018 ).

FREXT S 2 0 | B w45 SR P AT, G R AR E S0 R T i) BE X A% 04
T T b R I R, 2 ) RO it A A b R DB R R O T RO R R B P IR RRAE
AR FBARY B R AR 25 5 CREXT R A9 — B 3280 , -5 28 WhA SOk A T BB LT 75 < i A
B H )z N T AL E PR AL A58 H (Johanson AT Vahlne ,2009 ) , B4 244 48 H BB i 42
Al e W) LB R AT AGVCsHA R FHGsR Al e G35 LA FEI PR St (R o 1 A
FR3E,2020) , HAHBEIFARE 7 e 4 1 DA EOR R iR A5 7 4 5 23k E R &1F
KRBT 73 (B RME , 2020 ) o PRI, AR 22 6115080 A 45 2R T R, G Rt ATREE R 1) /2
FIE A AEGVCsth 5 23Kk 3 Tl 2 [A] B8 R B DL K AR, Sl 1 il iy R g
= b se 4 1 3R AT i) B W PR BEOR 56 254 b AF 43K T 7 il 5578 2 v 1) A A7
B2 PR, AT SR T b Y 23K 00 40 5 2 R g

M. ZRFISH

A SC A 25 21 2 RN [ B R R0 AR iy ] B B8 (Pettigrew, 1997 ; Van De VenAfllPoole,
1995) , M ek A & () AR RRE , B BROE Sl 224V B it R 43k = A B Be < it A A B B B
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KR -
o PEEATES 2 A KM

E1 HiEEH
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(— )l A A7 B

TERS AL A P T BE, i T HORFERIE S , e = W] S 977 il e 4 O34, 3R R L AEGV Cs
TREEERE A AR EEBE) TR R BT , —J7 i, i TR R A A
Aol A4 BERRAR , A DO 44 5 1 o R S S A T 5 A 03— O T, IX 28 4Bk T Al
EREFEAE I Y I 308 55 2 A T4 A SR Ry DATIEAR 9, 2 A0 58 A ORAIE 52 50 JEE AN A K P
19141, BHflex 22 B SR J5 8 AR it AT = X 5 i B R OB E ko BRI, R IR 423k £
MBS 5y , ST B PR FR , 3G GBI 5 A% 2 B IR Bpm v, R A 77 11 oo o o™
i, LA 25 P B A 7 i i oK

PR, 35 EE B 28 Rl 5 R AR Pk HLT A S A 7 B 4 S5 R SR, SR T T 2K LA
Feehad A e A o i, AT T T P RS 1) R Bk A 74k, 11200448 2 i
T b A R A ) i e o AR 5 | RE U T2 B 5, R 2 2% A S AR 74k 425F A sk R AL
Ay R AR R AR A RE 4R R 11 20005 11 R 1 B R PR EE M B g o R ) PE REARUE L
TrFBEER HREEA N BT A A B R B2 P S O B A 7 b i, X O HeAli R T AR E ™
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SR, B i 1 T 200 (0 5 4% A BTTEA Tl A DL 75 (R R AR L , 35 S Al A e A2 A2 By
Bty A e AR S BORBETIATAL T W 25 3 il s, R 280 ik £ Al AU S A1l 2
BN OIVA: N MG R U A W 1 i Dl S QTN U PR e S R N B AP i 3 Y R B & S NI
PR 7 AhIEAR SR, QRO TR LS RE ) S5 RAR R AL ™ & , TR A5 X5 58 0
BAR BLAEAE P AR I IO R M S50 0 PR, TR A2 72 B, 35K 3R A R B G R AR
JERFIE AT LA 18 g — g 5y 10 3K IR, H Tk b4 b BB Beb AR PRI, 8 S 2
PRV A TG VR R L, HA RO SUR 2 TARMELL ™ Sh 22 5y SR 3 A0, 0 T 4Bk
SR, X — IR IE B S H 55 I TC RIS, (EL A T 1 f 43 T — S hoRE 5
BT SR LA PR3 S il REAS AR A1 i i 19— 0 o T A o 8 = 43/ A R A
B TEARIN R AN, A 2 T BA VR Z B 2 JF e W 1 1R T TREIISR S B 3.
I T2H AR B S BE R A Sk AL IR .

BIRIFEOI G B2k T A S RS ICR BT ik 2 Al i R
RN AT Z ], RV 2 S INEOR SR S ST BB R 2, AT AR B v e SR %
PHBART A IR R, FER AP AR AT BE, 35K SR w9 R S T 4 R S B Y <] B
i, FEARB % P BO D, Akl 558 s A A b AR & A i AR ) 5
TR % R (AnBHflex ) 2ok H T HASFIE I, XU BT AR, (5 3 24 rp TIRR S Ri 5
W IX P 2R BB PR B AR K A — 4R i, X 35 SR Al AR Rl 1 5 | ) A B A
[ K5 M DA 2 1 ) S

()P B B

B 5 Bk AL A Z A I N, 3G Aol 697 ik B R AR S AR RE T B
& WFESRTE AR TS5 1245 F A E T AR AU R 5800, 3 R Bl Aiolk— T T
5 hmES AR A RS, B UK Z R i F AT 55, 55— D5 AR #h 4
BROLA FE S R X A T35 , LA R T 4 BR T3 i A 230 SR T, AN [RI 025 7 0 2% S 7= it b 6
5 N5 B0 e ST AN ASONS SR Bl B 7 i it B AR 7 T 2R T e B BOR R, T ELTE
HMLTHRE b B4 F SRR B B A 3 2 e, X R Ml U A DR e A AR U
FEFRIF A RE S T AR PR PRI, 5 BT % P S O IR AR SRR I AN TR
RN IR ISR ETIE AN S (R IRSIRE & 3 1IN ) oai | sttt NGBS Tl o D ST
B IE R dhiR

I, ZE 49 2> w) e ST A A R ™ TR AR R A R SR, R B B WA RE I L

FARACAE P, BB — 7 T 5 | AERPAE LR GEXS PEAFRAS R T B9 B A7 S i 42

(i fiall [ 22 dt R /R A AR PR, 55— D7 T, ARG P XA Z2 A XU 5K, XL
A TR BN, JT A AR BT A e i WA AR S5 R i S AR A o D AT R
BU™ SRS B 2 0T % 1 AN [RI AR BOUE TR SRR, 12580 i G 1 A BN ) 4 2 i R e
WRBITOZ TR IS | T 228055 380 AR AN TR A R A 7 SR e e i A B £
PMCBLAT, AL 11425 A S/ MR Az =2, T e FUALA PR A (il B8 A 3 5 T R
PR R BORAR RS 58 T S RO o SRR R DT R B R DT AT T A
EW RS EAMEERCTT, LAl AR % 0 5 OB AR R e Al AR FE S 22 AL
R 2, W WA RE T AIER T, AR R S Al REAB AR A R AR S A7l — AR %
PRt By BRI i IR S5

REAS AR A6 A2 P 55, A5 AR S Sl J BT H L3 S S8 A L AEAN (LB PP VR T
TEREIOXT HAR AR B S5 AL )[R, X5 52 5 W 5528 By BT 4 (3 B T AR R A A
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FEEIT A R T, i T A s AR B, 7 i B BOR A IE BN SR, IR SR ) Aol 5 4Bk 2
AV IR R SE it 58 IR R AR P R A 7 TRLZEA TR B B BOR S, Her A LA
IRCRIE] BRI HBOR RS T7 206 S AT I & R R P IR T 230
HARH) S AL R, b T2 M BARIKCFAEA T AL N BA — 5 A58 o3, JUIAER 26
AR RERS T A B 22 AN R RS AN RIS RE A 7= i SR, 1 B 5 2R A 4 PR T Al
BB A RS PRV, SO TR U E fAE I S8 A AR A S, 1R 20144 A
PR T BN HSOT i T IR AR AR AR L, 2R sl K B B, 3552 0 fll )
KRN R RFAE ] LU “OL e AR B B AT i , REWRE BE T T 52k E Sl ia
YRR, HA VRO AR BR T3 B p) = w0, a9 KE il AR B = Wb E A 30T H o e A1, 78
R, S ek E A AT BRI AR BRI =, 35 0 ek R R a3k
FHEPRITZ AR, SRS BORRE S, AT F™ ST A B 25 B {E S 2l

HAREFMWBABEEREERR, W3R BB AEGVCsTT T HIBTER FE 2] TR
TR A AR A SR T 7 1 % - ke 50l 55 B s YU LA 2R T 8 fh o, 1E I 3201248,
B dis 1 15%BRUN T 30815 12% 5 [ T 37 A, BB H B E A 30002 5, S % A 2
TRV L PR, 35S A P AE R R B B 4 S A 3 1737 ) B S B < 2 ST BRI 3
B, — IR AEGVCsh 5 ARRIZRAIE P T REFREVECR , kil h#it
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A Multi-case Study on the Formation Process of Hidden-
champion Enterprises in Global Value Chains

Jia Yibo, Su Jingqin, Zhang Yajie
(School of Economics and Management, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116081, China)

Summary: Under the restriction of double disadvantage context, local small and medium-sized
suppliers can still quickly form hidden-champion enterprises in global value chains (GVCs), which has
gained wide attention from academia and industry. However, there are few in-depth interpretations in the
literature. Taking 3 Chinese hidden-champion enterprises as the research object, this paper analyzes the
formation process and key factors of hidden-champion enterprises in GVCs, and builds a theoretical
model of the formation process of hidden-champion enterprises in GVCs.

The results show that: (1) Relationship-embedded depth is a key factor for hidden-champion
enterprises to quickly gain sustainable competitive advantages in the specific manufacturing link of
GVCs. (2) Niche-market breadth is a key factor for hidden-champion enterprises to quickly gain market
leadership in the niche market. (3) The circular development mechanism of relationship-embedded depth
and niche-market breadth provides sustainable power for the rapid formation and upgrading of hidden-
champion enterprises in GVCs. Moreover, the unique local situational characteristics are the
fundamental reasons for the emergence and smooth implementation of relationship-embedded depth and
niche-market breadth.

The contributions of this paper are as follows: (1) It explores the formation process of hidden-
champion enterprises in GVCs under the restriction of double disadvantage context, making up the
theoretical gap in the dynamics of hidden-champion enterprises. (2) It reveals the role of global-leading
enterprises and hidden-champion enterprises on the GVC governance structure, and the dynamic nature
and high complexity of GVC governance, deepening the relevant theories of GVC governance. (3) It
reveals the rapid formation and upgrading path of hidden-champion enterprises in GVCs, providing a
useful reference for future exploration of more complex upgrading trajectories of enterprises in
emerging countries. The conclusions also provide important enlightenment for other small and medium-
sized suppliers in China to get rid of the low-end locking dilemma, and quickly form hidden-champion
enterprises with strong competitive advantages in GVCs.

Key words: hidden-champion enterprises; formation process; key factors; global value
chains; case study
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