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Do Regional Coordinated Environment Regulations Reduce
Pollutants? A Policy Evaluation on Environmental
Governance Based on “ Outlines of the Coordinated

Development Planning for the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region”

Xin Kai', Zhang Ruihan’, Zhu Zhenyuz, Zhou Yahong2

(1. School of Economics, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China;
2. School of Economics, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Summary: In recent years, the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region has made many remarkable achievements in
urbanization and economic development, but it has also highlighted many problems such as unbalanced devel-
opment and serious environmental pollution. To this end, the central government put forward the “Outlines of
the Coordinated Development Planning for the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region” in 2015, so as to achieve reas-
onable, coordinated, and sustainable development of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region. So, do regional co-
ordinated environment regulations promoted by the Outlines reduce pollutants in the region?

Based on the panel data of 72 cities from 2011 to 2015, and combined with the background of the Out-
lines and the related theories of policy evaluation, this paper analyzes the policy effect of regional coordinated
environment regulations on environmental governance using a panel data model with heterogeneity. The study
finds that under the premise of maintaining economic growth, the Outlines significantly reduce the production

and emission of industrial sulfur dioxide, and the policy effect increases year by year with the implementation
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