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Institutional Transplantation and Constraints of
Informal Institutions in Economic Transition

LI Xin

(School of Economics, Shanghai University of
Finance & Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Economic transition is nothing but institutional design and
transplantation. To a large extent, the institutional transplantation is more
widespread than institutional design. Because people pay more attention to
the form of institutional transplantation rather than institutional connota-

tion, the “survival rate” of institutional transplantation (F#% 143 W)
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Pyramid Structure. Ownership and Small
Shareholders’ Interest Protection

——Evidence from Listed Companies in China

LUO Dang-lun', TANG Qing-quan®

(1. Lingnan College s Sun Yat-sen University ,» Guangzhou 510275, China ;

2. School of Business s Sun Yat-sen University s Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Using the data of pyramid structure of listed companies from
2003 to 2004, this paper systematically studies the impacts of separation of
ownership and layer structure on interest losses of small shareholders. The
results indicate that, although pyramid structures among listed companies
are popular, the influences of separation of ownership and layer structure on
interest losses of small shareholders differ a lot, owing to different nature of
ownership. Only in those private-owned listed companies, the separation of
control right and cash flow right, and the lever of control layers have signifi-
cant influences on interest losses of small shareholders, which is not com-
mon in those state-owned listed companies. This could be due to the differ-
ent forming causes of pyramid structures under different ownership.

Key words: pyramid control; state-owned listed company; small share-
holders’ interest protection
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is low. The conflict between transplanted institution and native informal in-
stitution conduces to transplantation failure, so the institutional transforma-
tion gets into institutional trap. The only countermeasure of escaping the
trap is institutional renovation. In other words, it means to make transplan-
ted formal institution and the native informal institution in perfect harmony.
The main viewpoint of this paper is supported by the empirical study about
institutional renovation models in Russia and China.

Key words: economic transition; institutional transplantation; informal
institution
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