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Collective Interest: A Theoretical Exposition 
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Abstract: The principle of collective interest stands an important position 

in the social philosophy. What is it? There is not a theory having been made 

a口 accurate definition on this terminology. The main purpose of this article 

is to make a theoretical exposition on it. It shows that a mutual profit oppor 

tunity belonging to the group is the foundation of the collective interest. 

Collective interest is a kind of ideal social state which is based on the mutual 

profit opportunity and expressed by the welfare of all the individuals. Speak­

ing more definitely, collective interest is an ideal social state which realizes 

Pareto efficiency in resource allocation and treats people equally at interest 

distribution. Theoretical exposition not only helps to rectify the error origi 

nated from indistinct definition and also has its normative implication to the 

choice of public policy especially to the reconciliation of conflicts between the 

collective interest and individual interest. 
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