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1,.9218 (—0,5179) (—0, 8876)
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A Research of the Major Factors of Impacting
the Three Kinds of Off-farm Employment Paths
——An Empirical Analysis Based on Tianjing Case

CHEN Zong-sheng' ,ZHOU Yun-bo' , Ren Guo-giang’

(1, Institute of Economics, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China; 2, Economic
and Management School , Tianjing University of Technology, Tianjin 300181, China)

Abstract; This paper discusses the main factors that influence non-farm
employment of rural labor. Qur results show that the location of rural
households has an important influence on non-farm employment of rural la-
bor. Due to the substantive enterprises and comprehensive perfect factor
markets, the rural labor in the suburb of the metropolis has more chance to
enter local enterprises. Generally speaking, education is the most important
factor that influences the non-farm employment of the rural labor, in the
suburb, however, its influence is ranked second. In the remote areas, the
influence of education is much more prominent. The education of all differ-
ent levels increases the migration of rural labor, but not {or joining local en-
terprises and engaging in non-farm household business. Middle school edu-
cation has more positive influence on entering the local enterprises, and high
school education has the most positive influence on the non-farm household
business. Land size restrains the migration of rural labor, but its influence
on entering the local enterprises and engaging in non-farm household busi-
ness is not statistically significant. The development of the town & village
enterprises (TVEs) augments the non-farm employment likelihood of rural
labor. The influence of the size of the dependent population supported by the
labor is not statistically significant. Similarly the influence of the farm and
non-farm production fixed assets of the rural household is not great. So ex-
pediting rural urbanization, improving the education system, especially vo-
cational education in remote rural area, developing TVEs and private enter-
prises, improving social security system, establishing information systems
for non-farm employment of rural labor and so on, are important methods to
expediting the shift of rural labor to non-farm sectors.

Key words: off-farm employment; labor migration; logit model
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