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Commentary on Present Academic Accounting Research in China

CHEN Min, SUN Zheng

(School of Accountancy, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433 ,China)

Abstract: After about ten-year development, positive accounting research tends to be-
come an essential paradigm in China to replace normative accounting research. But during this
change there still exist some problems worthy to be commented on from an academic approach.
We offered our viewpoint on the five issues concerning value judgement and fact judgement,
theoretical study and empirical study, internationalization and localization of academic para-
digm, research division of academic circle and practical circle, and the academic criticism in aca-
demic research of accounting. Meanwhile, in this paper we offer some critical comments on
some published academic papers on accounting employing the empirical approach. We are exer-
ting ourselves to propose the humanity spirit, strict scientific attitude and better research envi-
ronment in the academic research of accounting.

Key words: positive accounting research; accounting theory; academic paradigm; aca-

demic criticism
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