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On Wang Anshi’s Thought of Checking Annexation

ZHONG Xiang-cai

(Institute of Economics, Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: “Checking annexation” is an important concept in the history
of Chinese economic thought. The measures of Wang Anshi’s reform in Bei-
song dynasty obviously embody the target of “checking annexation”. The
failure of Wang Anshi’s reform is closely related to the thought of “checking
annexation”. Based on the traditional political ethics, Wang Anshi hoped to
basically change the economic situation in a short time by his own courage
and administrative power, but he failed. Therefore, the fact indicates that
state interference can only resolve the problems of temporary economic im-
balance and fiscal demand, but can not realize the long-term and sustainable
economic growth because the interference hinders the private economy from
surviving and developing.

Key words: Wang Anshi; idea of “ checking annexation”; sense of
value; methodology
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