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Economic Man in Mainstream Economics: Its Connotation
Evolution and the Exploration of Its Limitation

ZHU Fu-qiang
(Lingnan College s Sun Yat-Sen University , Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The concept of economic-man has experienced a gradual-evolution
process. It can trace back to self-interested man that incarnates a special ethic rela-
tion, and then self-interested man is substituted by the abstract concept of eco-
nomic man which evolved into more neutral rational man later. The original inten-
tion of rationality only reflects an effective method choice to realize special aims
and then has been changed into the consistency issue. Due to the expansion of the
connotation and extension of rationality, the concept of economic man has become
a tautology. As a result, the hypothesis of economic man makes the divorce be-
tween economic theories and the real world more serious while it improves the e-
conomical analytical framework.

Key words: economic man; self-interested man; rational man; internal
consistency (FTiE%%E 4 W)
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