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China’s Rural Economic Development: The Change
of Empty-nest Trend and Corresponding Choice

ZHOU Jing-xiang

(College of Economics and Business Administration ,

Chongqing University , Chongging 400030, China)

Abstract: Policies biased in the urban areas’ favor divide urban and ru-
ral areas in China. In order to eliminate the imbalance between urban and ru-
ral areas, we have to rely on the rural development. The paper points out
that it is the key time to make the corresponding choice of strong rural de-
velopment policy currently. The empirical results by using statistical data
from 1978 to 2007 show that the growth elasticity of output and income of
lavor,capital and land is not significant, that is to say. there is plenty of
room for rural economic development and increases in farmers’ income. The
relation between non-agricultural employment of rural labor and rural eco-
nomic development is featured by inverted U shape and the one between non
-agricultural employment of rural labor and increases in farmers’ income is
featured by U shape. Non-agricultral employment of rural labor is a critical
reference indicator of corresponding choice.

Key words: empty-nest trend; rural capital; agricultural economy;

farmers’ income (RAEH .5 M)
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