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Historical Evolution of the Thought of Surplus
Agricultural Labor Transfer since Modern China

WEI Yue', WEI Zhong?

(1. School of International Trade and Economics s Guangdong University
of Foreign Studies s Guangzhou 510006, China; 2. School of International
Finance , Shanghai Finance College s Shanghai 201209, China)

Abstract: Surplus agricultural labor transfer is an objective economic
rule in the process of industrialization. Because of the difference from the in-
dustrialization in western countries, surplus agricultural labor transfer in
China also has its particularity. Since modern times, the forerunners deeply
explored the routes of surplus agricultural labor transfer and proposed such
ideas as urban concentration, rural transfer, local settlement and moving in-
to nearby cities. The analysis of these theoretical results from the angle of
the history of economic thought not only enriches economic theories in tran-
sition period, but also provides practical guide for surplus agricultural labor
transfer in China.
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