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Research on Participatory Mode of Public Service Provision
in China: Theoretical Model and Empirical Evidence

WANG Li-tan

(School of Public Economics and Administration , Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics s Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: This paper constructs a participatory model of public service
provision by general equilibrium, and confirms the low efficiency of current
public service provision mode in China. Under the assumption that the mi-
gration cost is very small or could be neglected, the inhabitants automatical-
ly allocate public service resources through voting with their feet. Based on
the questionnaire of 4 streets in Shanghai, it confirms the conclusions of the
theoretical model by Latin square analysis of variance. Finally it puts for-
ward some suggestion about how to improve the efficiency and quality of
public service provision in China.

Key words: participatory; public service; provision mode; voting with
their feet
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