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Do Food Safety Standards Promote or Restrict

China’s Grain Exports?

——Empirical Study on Revising Zero Trade Value
Based on Gravity Model

BAO Xiao-hua

(School of International Business Administration , Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Food safety standards can either promote or restrict interna-
tional trade.This paper applies Tobit estimation to correct zero trade value
and empirically analyzes the effect of food safety standards on China’s grain
exports. The result indicates that food safety standards in countries impor-
ting from China have the negative effect on China’s grain exports.This con-
clusion does not vary with the income level of countries importing from Chi-
na and the indicators measuring food safety standards.It also considers that,
as a whole, China’s food safety standards have the negative effect on our
grain exports. Therefore, China should improve the quality and safety guar-
antee system of agricultural products and strengthen the standardization pro-
gress of agricultural products imports and exports.

Key words: food safety standard; maximum residue level of pesticide;

grain export; Tobit estimation
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