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On the Relationship between Family Care and
Female Employment in Urban China from
the Perspective of Population Aging

HUANG Feng'*

(1. Institute for Advanced Research, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics ,
Shanghai 200433, China; 2. Key Laboratory of Mathematical Economics (SUFE) ,
Ministry of Education, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: As the population is aging in China, the role conflict of
women between family labor and occupational labor is increasingly promi-
nent. Based on the data of CHNS from 1991 to 2009, this paper makes an
empirical analysis of the effect of parental care on urban female employment
by panel data analysis and instrumental variables method, in order to provide
a scientific basis for the policy-making of female employment and family sup-
port for the elderly. It shows that elder care, especially long and high-inten-
sity care, significantly reduces the probability of female participant in occu-
pational labor. In comparison to women with no caring responsibility, the
labor participant rate of women who live with their parents or parents-in-law
and take the caring responsibility reduces by 0. 215. High-intensity care has
a greater effect on the probability of female participant in occupational labor
which decreases by 0. 695.

Key words: family care; female labor market participation; population
aging (THESH K )



