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Regional Low-carbon Economic Development Goal
and Implementation Plan.
A Case Study of the Yangtze Delta Region

HU Jian-feng, MA Shi-hui

(School o f Economics and Management . Zhejiang Sci-tech University »
Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: On the basis of the pressure from the international society and Chi-
nese government’s commitments, this paper takes the Yangtze delta region as an ex-
ample and empirically studies the regional characteristics of carbon emissions from
1995 to 2009. It employs the method of scenario simulation to study regional low-
carbon economic development goal before 2050 and puts forward the routes to low-
carbon economy through factor analysis and grey correlation estimation. The results
indicate that the overall carbon emissions in the Yangtze delta region are increasing
yearly; industry percentage and coal consumption percentage are too huge; the ad-
vantage of comparatively low density of carbon emissions in the Yangtze delta region
is constantly weakening. In the next 40 years, the Yangtze delta region will encoun-
ter the great pressure on the reduction in carbon emissions and its five-year goals for
reducing carbon emissions should be stable, varying from 17% to 19%. In the short
run, the Yangtze delta region should expend huge efforts in adjusting industrial
structure. As for the existing industrial structure in the Yangtze delta region, it
should actively encourage firms to invest in culture, education, sports goods and
crafts, and moderately restrict the sizes of paper-making and paper products, oil pro-
cessing, coking, nuclear fuel processing, plastic products manufacturing industries in
order to realize the regional low-carbon economic goal.

Key words: low-carbon economy; development goal; implementation
plan; the Yangtze delta region (FTHERE HF M)
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