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State Behavior,Organization Nature and
Economic Performance: Political Economics
of Agricultural Collectivization in China

XIE Dong-shui', HUANG Shao-an?

(1.School of Business s Hunan University of Science and Technology . Xiangtan 411201,

China ;2.The Center for Economic Research sShandong University s Ji’nan 250100,China)

Abstract; Under the theoretical paradigm including state behavior, or-
ganization nature and economic performance, this paper explores the state
role and the system logic in the evolution process of the agricultural collec-
tivization in China by using a model of state behavior.It shows that the agri-
cultural collectivization is a system arrangement of agricultural property
rights aiming to reduce transaction costs and absorb agricultural surplus to
the greatest extent in order to support the industrialization process. Weaker
competition constraints on state behavior result in absolutely stronger power
of state intervention in farmers’ property rights and relatively weaker nego-
tiation power of farmers, which is the main reason for the formation and
long-term maintenance of agricultural collectivization. This paper provides a
reference for current governments concerning how to play a role of the help-
ing hand in the determination of agricultural property right system and the
increase in farmers’ income.Further relaxation of the restrictions on farm-
ers’ property rights is the source of the driving force in regard to future im-
provement of economic performance of agriculture in China.

Key words: agricultural collectivization; state behavior; organization

nature; economic performance
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