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(2014) KB o A 77 M e 55 Ml — T 38 ol 485 ) XoF 3k T A= 77 24 118 5% Wi R e 1 3 Tl RS oy 3 T K
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Lo I ik AT B2 6855 2l 01 43 5 AR AR 0 vl SRS S FIBRAE T W JE AR S B
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W Z AN 57 sl G AL Rl P g R ¢ O [ I (2) %% B3R 0% 38 B R B AR bR
HEAL R 0, Hit, (DA LLfRTAE N

Si—Si=rta+Fc (2

(2) S BB o LR IR T A AR R 22 5 AR R T BE ¢ =0, S HARITE &
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B Wil AEARFKT 2 5 8 H o, 2R A ST e N 0 BUEL, B H o 3K, 3l B A
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The Size Distribution of Cities in China:

Stylized Facts and Experience Demonstration

Liu Xuehua', Zhang Xueliang”, Li Lu’

(1. Development Strategy Institute of Shanghai, Shanghai 200032, China ;2.School
of Urban and Regional Science , Shanghai University of Finance & Economics ,
Shanghai 200433, China ;3.School of International Business Administration ,

Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Based on city policy analytical framework on the basis of the extension of
classical model and statistical data like the sixth national census, this paper studies the em-
pirical facts of the evolution of size distuibution of Chinese cities under the combined role
of external government intervention and internal market drive by the systematic interpreta-
tion of the path concerning the effects of institutional or policy factors such as urban hous-
ing, transportation, hukou and population on size distribution of cities. It arrives at the
conclusions as follows: firstly, urbanization process in China is classically characterized by
biased growth of center cities and smaller primate city since 1985; secondly, affected by
government intervention such as city administrative hierarchy system., the city-size control
and household registration system, urban development and the selection of large, medium
-sized or small city development path in China are different from the conclusions of classic
literature of urbanization practice in first-mover countries and urban economics; thirdly,
traditional quantity growth and scale-expansion urbanization modes need to be adjusted and
future urbanization path selection & urban system optimization should be advanced by the
combination of market orientation and government governance; idea renewal &. function
transformation of current urban governments and the implementation of fair sharing of ur-
banization dividends play a critical role.

Key words: urban system; hukou system; heterogeneous labor; spatial equilibrium
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