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V1) 42 1) A e, LR DL B = PRl PR AR/ R R A R 1 7 2 ) i R A s 2 AR 55 K P
medic, 4507 NHHA 00 B A B5OR A &5 X A CRR S open, FH < 1 DX HY 1168880/t DX ] PN A 77
A ke s BUR MU govsize, FHBUR 32 H i GDPI b 8l iy &5 A 341y A2 7= il grp, FH <3
DX ] PN AR 77 R AR R AR N Rl &5 2B0F W DR edu, < 38 v SEAE AL S AR B AR R AR
1 Sl fliy & BT A 4 i A S 4 B A AR A A T bR AR AL B, HLRT A 48355 AR B3 4 HH A8 % CPLE AT
T RERALI CRHE BN, € R RBENLIR ZZT e Ab, B MIN T 48 0y FIAE BE R 4014 &
(w9 ) # & M %3t
F 1 F A B RS 45 Ko, Giniff) I /ME 8 0.134, 5 R AE M 0.888, & HH 3k ]
IR T ) 3 JE AR B 2E R AR o R A5 B A B AR B Conf 200 (Conf_300) B ¥I{E K
2.433(3.118), I /AME M0, T RAE M4.06 (4.682) , X 1] HE 22 Wk 5 B [ 3l 11T 32 4% 5 SOk 520 i) 72
EERRESR

x1 FTETEMAESIT

B (i FEAR & B PRk R/ ME I ON]
N Conf 200 1 864 2.433 1.075 0 4.060
R TAK AR Conf 300 1 864 3.118 1.095 0 4.682
EIEE T Gini 1 864 0.552 0.137 0.134 0.888
Pl g e e AL Ints 1 864 —0.100 0.470 —2.037 4.403
NSRS KF Inmedic 1 864 3.103 0.309 2.122 4.286

OF B J7 AR AT Z T AN Z2 B S bR (] Gk Je S50, [tk R 8 B 4715 . Lessmann F1Seide(2017D8F LIk, % T
IR KT 5 BT AT Dl e 1t DX WSO B 5 B8 425 AR e, [ TS P B0 AT Dl - 55 1T oA ) 2 JB 2 A8 A o 3R BB IX A i N

FEH
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HFx1 EETEMAMESIT
A (i) FEAR BIME Nl f/ME E
Ko AN IR Inopen 1 864 -2.672 1.488 -11.200 0.831
U RS Ingovsize 1 864 -1.696 0.421 -3.126 -0.088
A¥JGDP Ingrp 1864 10.670 0.544 8.955 12.210
HH G Inedu 1 864 -3.035 0.269 -4.126 2277

M. KWHH

(=) IER XA E R KN £ FE: K T Bk e9 547
Fodd TR SCAL M H DK N FRCN 2 BE R 2 BRXU SR BANERE: B TEEN

f 1] 0 25 Sl 09 (1) LA B 4% k77 A B Gkl

20043 L3 [Bl Py AL SE RN S 09 R e M @
(Conf 200) ¢ Ay i i85 5 SCAK 3 W0 2 5 11 45 G G
i, SRV (Gini) AT, g e O
B, PIEAE 1% B OP EOARSC IR OBl 5 n

BB 2% T AT B 0 3004 B B P FL & = N FEA 1 364 1 364
G 89 B 8K X158 (Conf 300) VE M1 & fFH % Ak R 0.401 0.393

Vi B TSR T 902 AR 155 355 P9 I B0l
RGO MR 1% 5% 10% ) 525 KT 52
o R PR 1], A 4 o 2 o A0 e R R 48 400 R 2 P 8 )
EA SR, G /5 ZE] A R EL T A

A R A HE B, S i DX N 22 B B ] 19 45
RAE R 1 L B2 SRR, R R SCAR R L X
W N Z2BE B S AR R, B2 A 2 SOk s e g
FEROR, MO R T 3E — A M XN SR N 228, B0iE 1 BB Ta.

(=) RAE A I

1. PA) A A T R A B o S SR AR SRR A v B L 3 PRI 1) 22, P 45 el ) — JRE 0 I AE —
T A Y BT I, T DL AR R B b sl O S 1a) PR SRSE AR AEAT T BE AR AR bt T AR S B fh
%, 19 0 FLJ %52 22 B ST vl BE At B A R T, R T S AR, AT B B AR AL L A,
FATIE £ Chen (2020) B9 77 7% 5 R B, A7 FH 45 3ui i WD 37 B 3 30 s 30 640 P AR AL B I 75 1) 2K B R
B TS B, SRR F P A ) R

Chen%5 (2020) 87 1 % T H A8 5 i) S 8% 2 IE Pl BB R i, MEAT B35 05, b2 2 il
N SEBLRY 2 R i T2 7 3, BRI AR T )12 B BEAR SR At o [ i phy 05 R 0 25X B 7
B H, B N2, BAE 226G 80 k2 XU e B i FAE 7= T, F 2 500 RAR
T J3 G AH ) 5 i 2%, DR AE — 5 R B B, I 5 O AR RIS, 2 ) S K ) Nt %,
b2 A 28 SRR E R R o DA T, 43 565 4 00 A% 0 1t DX A5 2% AR B0 i B2 LA 67 16) 52 0 o WD
SR FH MR BRI A, R AT 1 BAARE A ) 40 28 K B 7 0 JE A RE G5 2 L 1998; 5Kk F5 |, 2006),
— AN DX S A A R 0 AT R LT AR AR RIS AT AR R ATE— EFRE b, M DCHE &
PR FAMRBRILT , 32 i A R B AR, 5 R A A 7 PR A U R A LR ARG, e 2 5 5 ) 5 00 AL A0t A 0
AR, 15 5 2 BRI N IR BE 0% 25 5 Bl 2, A S 005 R SCAL IR BEAR N 38 R 23 BT, X
BRI B ATAR BRI 75 0 7K 6 B 5 K B R SR 3 2 R S5 AR A T AR B A

O%#E K H Chen T-Kung J K.Ma C(2020), Z: . The Economic Journal. Long Live Keju! The Persistent Effects of China’s
Civil Examination System, M %3} Chttps://doi.org/10.1093/ej/ucaa043 )Supplementary data %K o
QB AT FFIRAN BT KA T, Miisii KA S A R A /K8 , BRI L X BT BR L BP0 P 85 25 8 A /K 6 Y
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PR BRI Ah, Chen%E (2020)1EBH 1% T HAS B B B AMVER), 5 AN K04  BREE F X
5K, DAl il 2 0 T HAR B A ) R

F3TCH T 2SLSHY [l YA 25 R, 7E 58 — B Bl VA opr, T ELAR S04 [l U9 45 SR 08 250 47, e MH Bk Tl
FI 55 W AT RAS AR BT 75 04 7K 5 B 5 15 075 5 SCAb o B A 56, 5 01 SCIY 43 AT AH 4 . Kleibergen-
Paap rk Wald F-stat Xk T 10%Ilfi S8, fH48 7 55 T H A 8 00 IR % . (R Ml T N A 1k i) L)
Conf 200 (Conf_300) i) B 46 WA HE K, X e W 8t s 28 85 Bnl VA 25 58774 7 1] B i, 1%
FSCAUARIR N SN 220 H A HEZh VR H, AR ST 45 SR R iy

®3 NEMEBE L E

o O @
R Gini Gini
Conf 200 —0.1517(-2.42)
Conf 300 -0.2017(-2.28)
— M B la a5 R —0.045""(—4.79) —0.034""(=4.01)
Kleibergen—Paap rk Wald F—stat 22.966 16.094
Pl A 2 2
FEASL 1,576 1,576
R 0.223 0.078

14 Stock-Yogo 10%lIf S8 416.38, 15%llf FHE 18.96. FIH].

2 AR R AL AR BEAR 5 5 8, AU — Al X IR B A T AR R A 0, R & ML 2 i
AT BCX AR P BUAEFL B0 /A7 B X IR H R (Conf city) SR fii &5 3 SCAL IR s i B2 B2, FEB B SR %
BALFR (G855, 2017; BERIEE, 2022) o 45 SR ULF4AZE (1) 51, Conf city REAIIR W M 1, it — 4
WEHH T BT 4 i .

x4 REELE

(€] 2 3 4 5 (6
AR Gini Gini Gini Gini Gini Gini
B R A AR A i R AL T UiIENER =)
Conf city | —138.5487(-2.51)
Conf center 0.000""(2.80)
Conf 200 —0.035"(~2.89) —0.039""(=3.01)
Conf 300 —0.036""(-2.89) -0.032"(-2.57)
AR & £ 2 2 2 Z Z
FEAHL 1864 1864 1864 1864 1832 1832
R 0.403 0.397 0.38 0.377 0.386 0.379

HEAh, BRIIZE (2022) 45 0, B D5 s b A AR L, A S R SO i A i
TE TR b RS 5 2 h O B SR, L2 B 65 58 SCAK 9 5 0 T RE AL BRI (Du, 2015) BRI, 2R 32
W SR E A& AT B B T 00 £ 2 b, SR G T T XA S 0 B BR TR BE 85, L%
BRI BE 85 (Conf_center) /i — A>3 i) fift R A5 5t Sl A R T17 32 45 58 SC AL S5 000 0 8 8 L 640100 565
(2) 5145 B Y875, Conf_center 228035 0 1E, 38 WH IR T B 55 15 2% b OoBLITE , G P iR IIC N 25 B
K, BRHR S 3% T ARSI 2518

OB 2 235 L 2R T PG 1| TRV B S DY )| BB L O5 R 6 AR AR = W RE
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3. — WA EAS TS % R B o] B AR S AE 5, AR SOk — 2 AR AR AT TR S 4 5% 46
FEALER, S5 R UL AR [l )T (3) F Il U5 (4) o 7% 3 H 5% 17 B RF R M 57 W] BE T m] VA 25 SRAEAE T
o, A AL R R HE . B ERAIGR R FEAS S, PR AT el U, 45 50 L3400 [l )5 (5) A el )
(6) o IR A 45 RIUESE T E XM Ge 4518 .

(EVERIAME RN ZIE: ok EiE

1. S0 IR B ZS ) o A BRI A0 b b, FRATTIE R T 4% R SO vl i £l i O Ak Al i 235 4 gk
T Do 32 20 382 WA N B o Ak B 3 — TS 7 14 S 0 2 0 7 ke S, AR S ) e A 1 D (2016)
BB 9T, 6 B 48 435 1) 322 B o GO N B9 b TR R BENCSE # (taxstr) o 38 SHY ] VA 45 SR B OR,
15 % SCALRE % W 35 P AR )32 BT o bL o, e 35 B4 4 , (e g B i 22 F e DU ) S 0L i A Ak
WS ) o WAL N 25 B ) e 3V A B B, LA 31 T 4 8 SR LE R (TE SR AN 2806, 2017; f5 k&
FALIRER, 2019) o X FHH, 523 BICLE ) | 2 3E A BUAE B (% 5 S BN 20500 — AN 7E
VeI

x5 HMERE: FEER

&) @ €)] 4
A E taxstr taxstr taxstr taxstr
OLS 2SLS
Conf’ 200 —0.001"""(=2.66) ~0.003'(~1.68)
Conf’ 300 -0.001""(-2.75) ~0.004°(~1.68)
B B )9 45 R —0.045""(—4.79) | —0.034""(-4.01)
Kleibergen—Paap rk Wald F—stat 22.966 16.094
il s po3 po & &
FEA%L 1 864 1 864 1576 1576
R 0.867 0.867 0.911 0.91

2. SN IRIE - BT AR SCLE B IE 43 BT 8 40 B iR 145 28 SCAR T 26 25 1) B0 3 S8 RE R 34 R ]
AE 2 UK H DX ) S0 BT BE 7, MATTof S0 WSO N 22 BE P AR BRAR S0 o o 1 REAT B IE, >R B 5L
R A iy o DK 3 B ) ol 4 % ) 2 AT Y 2% T S WY R R AU H 4R BOE S B
(innovation) B AERAL B, 1Z48 Boit 73 8 vl W DU @1 3T E 7 Bie . S oy [l I 25 SR B 7w, il R
SCARHE %tk 25 42 vey . X B [ 4 BB RE 7, T QTR SR N ZZRE R 22 ), SRR B 1 A
BRI FE 43 UEBH (SRRMG %5, 2018; BE BRI E 710, 2019) . v] DL, 32 & GUHTRE T n] 682 0% R S0k 3t
WO\ 22 B 80 55 — P EHIL IR SR

. RSN

(—)ERIAE RN 236 & T F 9 E 54

AR R HTeCe i (2016) 48 i, 1E 3 45 A 1 3RV A ) B A 2R A% P A R A il S
43, A ELAS Bt 52 06 AT AT T b 3R B dk S 0 % B, 3 A0 1 FH 7 1) o] B % ELARNAY, A ]
AE R AR B o 8, 45 3% S AR X i XS N 25 B 190 i 382 1 P 432 3 1E X R B JE AR Y s i 2 o
] 4% b DX 19 T 37 4k 30 RS RUAH ], o] A R T 3 22 553X — 1R S A 1S 2 TR R Sc Ak
WCN 25 B0 0 B 3 4 . Aot , AR S T /NE-Z5 (2019, 2021) G il 9 %% 8 45 T AL T8 B i

OA SR L RE(2022) B L3 AMEH AR08 = 2830 10 R 8 B AR B i A AR B i s, o /A0 8 5 A RE
AR hE R AR O AR AR o A SR
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SRR A A B, IR B X H T A R I AR o WAL 09, R SE R TR %7
8 5 (1) . 1 (2) LA Conf 20075 8 3 SCALREMA 518 B2, 43 551 T 117 37 A0 A B2 v A i 37 A6 A BE AR P 41
FUT N ZIE (Gind) #4709 45 R B IR, Conf 20047 AL T2 B WO 4L I8 5 0 1, ZE T AL RE B
IR ZH A 22 51 (3) 1 (4) LA Conf 30015 A R SCAL 2 9, [l 9 2538 Oy — B X E R
it 2 STAL X USON 22 B 1) o505 ) B AT B ) BLAE i 3 1 A A 8 i ML DX i R SR Sy —Fi
FREIa BEALE, FLZ & 10 S0 A P34 i S ARTE T I A0 AR B0 A ML IX AR B 10K, A ix
M DX G AL Z R, AR A R, AR TR SRR, RN BT IR EC B P B0 AN 2, AT

L B BE— A N ZZEE AR

xo6 HIMRE: eI
M 2 3 @
AR innovation innovation innovation innovation
OLS 2SLS
Conf 200 5.564"(3.61) 10.074°(1.73)
Conf 300 6.296""(4.47) 13.4107(1.67)
— B BRI 4 R —0.045"""(—4.80) ~0.034""(~4.02)
Kleibergen—Paap rk Wald F—stat 23.018 16.129
itk Sy P =2 =2 &
AL 1832 1832 1544 1544
R 0.718 0.72 0.723 0.711
KT BRXIUEUNEE:- ETHHUEENS
€] 2 €)] 4
AR E Gini Gini Gini Gini
AR = AR AR mA R TR AL
Conf 200 —0.09177(=5.35) —0.018(-1.10)
Conf 300 ~0.084""(-5.56) ~0.009(~0.50)
il AR =2 =2 2 2
AL 592 1272 592 1272
R 0.382 0.325 0.373 0.321

(B R LA L RN £ 38 3L T Al AL & 09 57

U 38 A< Y v ] A 48 SCAR LUARG 23 SCA Sk R, {H 08 s i b 280 S i A

TEH) T84 (P&

-, 2002) o FEATT BRI T, P07 B R N I, 38 BRAL 2 i 3 — 28 N B
1550 AT B O B o 2 B o S BEE , PR LL b B8 SO AE B4 ik Y 25 R 2 A
R M s A RO 5, B 2 2 7 A i 0 SCAR RSB 2R R . H s SO AR 45 £ 2 S A A ok 1 — R iy
i, XPTRESTE— & B2 B b 89 5 2 SCIR 1R FTROR . 38 T 1, AR SCiE— 25 2% g2 Hofl oAb b s
2 323 S MR 2% SCAL X WSO N 22 B 1) 4 P 280 2R o 7 SOl T 25 ki A7 B DXl P i <t GEUL L T L
g BB A T R T R AR 88 R O A S Ak b (Other_culture) )R FLAS &, T E SR

OB S0 RITT I, B it 5 A8 ST EUX BT 7SR B RE A I 18] 4 A 448 , S8 5 45 3 rh i B HES ), 3k
BIZERT 13 (B VRN T IHALHLX, J5 2/3 8 VAR T X . 2008—201 SEEAH I € [ 4345 43 T 374k 16 Bdi 1 (2018) )
HH, 2016—2019448 F o [ 4348 4 T S A0SR 2R 15 (202 DY #dls
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WG REA Y WAL A", 2 804 [] VA LE S 55775, Conf 200, Conf 300375 22 Ho Aty ST AV wh 3 /N 40 b
2R, AR 32 HoAth e Ak np 5 R B WA B 25 o 3xX R HoAt e b B ob AR vT 6B 58 T s R SCAb Xt
WSC N 25 B A ;X 2R

x8 FmHRXUEWNER: ETFHMTLMER T

Q) )] 3) Q)
AR Gini Gini Gini Gini
HoAb AR HAb s~ XD AL IETIN HAb s
Conf 200 ~0.033(-0.65) -0.0327(-2.26)
Conf 300 ~0.051(~0.60) ~0.0287(-2.18)
Pt A = = 2 2
FEAEL 632 1232 632 1232
R 0.655 0.405 0.655 0.401

(EMERXAE RN ZIE: K Tk 94l A

W AT S I i 22 R BRI E A R 2 BT AT, S BT EER  SE
ALE S, N2 AR R S & IR 5 T b T5, AT AL 7 5248 2 SCAL B s 0 aT BEBE R . 5 —
T, AR T dr e R M 2 6 TR 07, 78— RR B LA 48 T ik s W aE 0 st BE A7 8, 52 35 i IF
G 1 ) B 5, A R Ok 3t SR AR BE AT e ) AR DL R A B A i RE A DR, S R SR AE Y
J5 B2 Ty AT RE B 55, O WON 22 IE ) S0 AT RETE R AL J7 A7 AR 22 55 o AR SC L) 2RI ik ol — 224 A
AL J7 23 B2 A RS 43 Sy R b L 4 0 1 0, 2 0l U 45 SR ik, Ak D H X Conf” 2007%
Conf 300) K1 0 24 67, B U7 MUK AN . 25, W5 8 SCAL X Wie N 22 B i) o5 286 T AT REAE
JE75 i X BB R

R BERIUEUNER:-ETHEILFTHAA

@) 2 3) 4
AR Gini Gini Gini Gini
Jer X 5 77 1 X Jer X HLX
Conf 200 —0.029"(-1.99) -0.061(—1.60)
Conf 300 ~0.025'(~1.87) ~0.063(—0.87)
Pl A 2 2 2 2
FEASL 936 928 936 928
R 0.415 0.409 0.411 0.403

N AREGRERETR

A /NN ZEBE | 38 TR e il R 3 [ B A 00 S B I TR o TE AR E 3L ) B AR B AR b, N 22

O 5 F BB U I8 B BB 0 R 2 s B4 T BUX IR T B 45 3y A SO s 3 8, AR TH A A
I 1T A S A S S T A A R P R A, R0 I e i B HE S o 5 R SO T T AR BE 1 4 B — B K HE S E AT 1/3 3 T
52 AR ST K IIHLIX , J52/3 I3 T VA R 52 A0SR STkt /N R 1 X 25040 SR 5 I CNR DS HUE /2

@ZR V& HETR] — 2 ) 55 P 2 4932° 18'N, B AL i 934°05'N, AL SO T-32°18'N LA RS (13 i1 R 4 R 7 3 7, K642 T-34°05'N AL
MR AL 73T XA F32°18'N 5 34°05 N 1] I3 1T , 38 b R ¢ it 134 — BEAT 3 o TEAR SCRE A o, T B e 2 0 0 )8 = 3
WE R LT R0 EAFAE S CRg PR AL T ZR W& E T — 2R 1) R R4 28 B i 75 32, AT EA, T~ 2208 LRE AEIRT DAL, T et b5 3 1 s 1
B HER 27 3D o AR SCAC B D7 S0 R BT g BE AL T- 2204 DLRE , AR SORE QNN BE 7 o YT BB 7 S e 3 5 0 B ) LG T A7 I IX ek
ZAF e AL, R SO B T g N AL o 43 = BRI TT 2 bk R AR SR, S5 ANAE, G R A7 R
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B R AL IR T AR LA PR o i R 5T R 2 T R A B2 32 A 5% S R WO N 2 Y 2 ML
Wt BURE B R IC 7 X (BRER A XK, 2003; B AESE, 2020) o %k o [ X AE— A IE AU BEAT 78
Sea(H 3 S0 SR A ) FE BRI 5 ORI 5, A e N 2R () RUAK) 75 58 0 LA v B R £, AN 2 ASUAR
FEAE S L 2 i)+ N R LK, 2R S A 2 R Y SO BAE, 48 b B A R E R E A
f& EIS BAS BB B A5, AR T 3 3778 5 0008 AF SCHHAL AR Bl B i SOk B AE o s Sk
Hh AR G SCA B AZ O, 2R SO 90 BUHEAE 4 THI SE BUIE [ 6 4 O AE A v A BURAE AL, A4 1R
L% K IR MR AL G S IR BGRRHR A T E IR, 5 E TR R SR S RO L 32,
ARSI AR TE A BERL A 25 5% 1A% 2 ST X WO 22 B 00 S0 380 7 K A P AL SEIE 2 SR R R £
F AN 22 BLAT W 2 A < SO 80N, BV DX 52 30 5 2 SCAR 1) S0 ik BB A, JHG PN T R AL
N ZEHE S 2N o ML 23 A e W, A 2 SCAL HT RE i I e Ak B WS4k i B Al 2t B R BB N 22
B[R] B, 56 6 B 11 47 28 I A 1 E 0% 18 9 £ X S AR B Wi N 22 BB B0 5 25 e SO 4k DU A —
RE R L LIS 1K BOE AN e Ah, AT R T ML IX. £ A% SR R SO 252 B 4 B AR A
Ji X FeBLSE AW

ARSI FE S 1 EEAA LT IL WS R (1) Bl R B AkSE i & 51 5 = SO AR i 2
B SAEH, JTEHRTEE T R P IR A0 T B, #idh % LR O R R BLE, IEH%
H BB 2 S 2 v, (2R 4L 22 20 °F 15 546 G0 HTRE /1, S BL L [ 4% B4 RO AR L 5
() A A AR O IE 28 S A, BB T < R R L& A Rl R R ORI =, 3%
S FUTTAS [ BN 3 B BURE , JF e EL A o o i) 3 ) i RS2 B 425 (3) B U A 15,
BE— 2 (B0« gt 0 v AR 55 A 8 SCAR B 42 4 R T O, G ] 2 Ao T AR R R B ARk 24
Ph A s T B 2 SCAL v < B2 A R, TR 3R BLUE T B SE AR, AR BN 2, S E A N A B
At B ] 502, 998 58 P B AR b BB SR 0, (G 4% 5 BV YT a i N AR

AU N, ARSCAPAFAE — RE BOWEST R BR o 57 30 5 1) 98 22 B0 so i le N\ 22 R ) — A FE 22
K (BSLRIRAE UK, 2022) , BFFUAR 2 SCAL AN 1A 9% Z2RE 00 520 2500 L HAF B 2 S, HZ A
PR SO B T Ak B R ], AR SR TE 18 2 SO B M X WS N ZEBE 2 8] B 56 3R, AR SRAT a0 ZEAE
PO A 8 (M E A 7 5 g A0 B0R) F 5
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Confucian Tradition and Income Gap: Cultural Power to
Promote Common Prosperity

Deng Guoying, Wang Siyuan, Tian Yuanguo
(School of Economics, Sichuan University, Sichuan Chengdu 610065, China )

Summary: In the 1980s, Comrade Deng Xiaoping put forward the development strategy of
“Two Steps”. After more than 40 years of reform and opening up, China’ s economic and social
development has reached a high level, and it is about to enter the ranks of high-income countries.
China has basically completed the strategic goal of the first step — “letting some people get rich
first”. Recently, the CPC Central Committee has started the strategic deployment of the second
step — “realizing common prosperity”. The so-called common prosperity means both prosperity
and sharing. At the present stage, with the increasing affluence of the whole society, the income
gap among residents is still high, which indicates that China has not yet achieved “the fruits of
development shared by all members of society”, so it cannot be called common prosperity.
Therefore, how to effectively improve the income gap has a bearing on the grand goal of
“achieving common prosperity in an all-round way” and determines the realization of the second

centenary goal — “building a socialist modern power”. The formation and improvement of
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income gap is affected by the institutional environment. As the largest transition economy in the
world, the formulation and implementation of formal system is not perfect, and the informal
system may play a more important role. Culture is at the core of informal institutional
arrangements. As the main body and essence of traditional culture, Confucian culture contains rich
economic and ethical thoughts, which imperceptibly affects people’ s thinking mode and practical
activities, and will have an impact on national behavior decisions and China’ s resource allocation.
As a reflection of the relationship between labor and economic and social interests in a period, the
income gap is bound to be affected by Confucian culture. Based on the above, this paper examines
the impact of Confucian traditional culture on the income gap and its internal mechanism from
the perspective of informal institutions by taking cities at and above the prefecture level in China
from 2012 to 2019 as the research object. The study finds that Confucian culture has an obvious
“improvement effect” on the income gap. That is, the greater the impact of Confucian culture, the
more conducive to improving the internal income gap. Further research shows that Confucian
culture mainly affects the income gap through improving the tax structure and promoting
innovation. At the same time, the improvement effect of Confucian culture on the income gap is
more obvious in the areas with a higher degree of marketization and a less impact from other
cultures, and the regional characteristics are more obvious in the north. This paper reveals the
function mechanism of Confucian culture to improve the income gap from the macro level, and
provides an empirical basis for seeking the realization path with Chinese characteristics and
carrying forward the Chinese excellent traditional culture in the construction of common
prosperity.

Key words: Confucian culture; common prosperity; income gap; informal institution
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