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oot T WX +O,+ A, + P+ U, + Eicp (1)
Horp, B B2 & labor,,,, 7R RATKT R N t5Em H R AR O30T v, BRME e 48 B85 B i 1Y
R EE ., L8 I ERMAL EoR, R R plar,, FZox B IEE i 58 T 8 08 X R
¥ 6 ETPRHE B AL X, P 628 5, 0 5 PR AR &R 10 I = AR T8, R AR
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RIS H InfH AR 7R T InAR i T 9% R LI TR
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L0 SR -1.020"™" -0.167"" 83.471 0.001
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ozl R P 2 2.540 0.196™ 124.730 0.013 0.005 -0.029
(1.012) (2.839) (1.149) (1217 €0.090) (-0.892)
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(—0.843) (1.347) (4.637) (4.396) (—5.859) (0.088)
UNEE:; S -7.661 0.230 4997.110™ 0.527™" -1.915™ 0.195
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A ] T 2R il il il il Eeta sl
453 [ 5 R Eeil| f il ] i ] P
HR Y ¥ 7 20 Eictal il Eictal il Eictal il
I ] R ] f il ] P P ikl
AL 0.082 0.429 0.167 0.225 0.215 0.107
AR 831226 831226 810695 810695 1143075 1143075

TE: GETH T AR v DR SRR T JZ I 55 O L TR RIS AT BRI 1%, 5% 0% R E KT T B3, TR,

AL B RS THE RAE IR T B, (BRI MFICD, FI(2D)H, I ME R R &
B TE R B 2 9, BB AR IE L T I K 25D 55 B ) R R E . T K 3
T3 IO ML RKFE, 2 —F 15 P2 R R K 107.15 70 LB &, 5 T n] 6e 2 7+
A TE AL ATk, i 3 0k AN S S A 1) 2 B, OB R A . Hoxk, T USR5
XA U LA R 2 IR R 52, R L BEAG T S P R, XU B T RE A SR R T A R
BV AN TR S A B 458 (B30 55, 2012 BR ORI 25 B2, 2021) o S, 30T 100 B A B
T35 30 Lot 4T, (H 24 ok TR, X 3R BH 386 0 W B S 2 W51 B8 2 @ 22 T AR 25 1
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The Platform Economy and Inclusive Employment under
“Digital-Real Economy Integration” : Evidence from
Online Job Postings

Li Jianqi, Huang Weichen

(Antai College of Economics and Management, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Summary: In recent years, the platform economy has created a substantial amount of job opportunities,
particularly in developing countries. However, there has been a scarcity of literature that explores the impact of
the platform economy on local labor markets. Based on the economic nature of the platform economy, this pa-
per adopts data from China’s online job recruitment websites to examine why the platform economy has been
able to attract a significant number of workers.

This paper begins by comparing the differences in job characteristics between the platform economy and
the non-platform economy, and finds that in similar job contents, the platform economy offers higher recruit-
ment numbers and wage commitments, and lower educational and experience requirements compared to the
non-platform economy. It also studies the general equilibrium effect of the platform economy’s rise, and finds
that its emergence prompts non-platform economic sectors to increase recruitment numbers and wage commit-
ments, and lower employment barriers. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that the employment inclusiveness of
the platform economy primarily exists in four types of outdoor work, including delivery riders, ride-hailing
drivers, carpool service providers, and crowd-sourced delivery personnel. Mechanism testing finds that the em-
ployment inclusiveness of the platform economy stems from its network externalities and economies of scale,
while also discovering that the platform economy brings higher employment inclusiveness to less educated
workers, indicating a bias towards low-skilled labor.

The marginal contributions of this paper are that: First, it quantitatively analyzes the impact of the plat-
form economy on labor employment based on large-scale online recruitment data. Second, it elucidates the un-
derlying mechanism through which the platform economy affects labor employment, addressing the research
gap between the existing theory and the reality in China, thus enriching the theoretical understanding of the
platform economy. Third, it indicates that the platform economy offers advantages such as higher wages and
lower barriers to entry, but also highlights shortcomings such as the lack of social security. Therefore, the gov-
ernment should initiate reforms in household registration, housing, and public employment services to im-
prove the segmentation of urban labor markets, change public perceptions of platform workers, and maintain
patience during the transition of the platform economy towards formal employment.

Key words: “digital-real economy integration” ; platform economy; inclusive employment; online job

postings
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