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A Study on the Regional Tourism Resources
and the Unbalanced Development of the Tourism
Industry in China

AO Rong-jun*?, WEI Yan-sheng®
(1. College of Urban and Environmental Science , Central China Normal University,
Wuhan 430079, China; 2. College of Information, Zhongnan University
of Economics and Law ,Wuhan 430060,China; 3. College of Vocational Technology,
Hubei University , Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; Using systematic data and econometric models, this paper ex-
plores the unbalanced development of the tourism industry and its evolution
in China since 1990s and decomposes such disparity in terms of areas. The
results show that it is the inter-province disparity within the eastern area and
the disparity among eastern, middle and western regions that contribute to
China’s regional differences in tourism development. With the world herit-
age, tourism spots and national historical culture cities as the basic indices,
this paper reviews the regional disparity of tourism resources in China and
draws the conclusion that such disparity relates to the unbalanced develop-
ment of tourism industry to a certain degree, Later on, the paper analyzes
empirically the impact of regional tourism resources on the regional tourism
development and the results show that, in addition to regional tourism re-
sources, regional fundamental infrastructures, service facilities and economic
development are also main factors that contribute to the unbalanced tourism
development,

Key words: tourism development; Tourism resources;regional disparities
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