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Positive Economics versus Normative Economics

DU Jin-Pei', XIN Zhu-Li?

(1. School o f Economics and Business Administration of Beijing
Normal University , Beijing 100875, China;
2. Graduate Department of Southwestern University of Finance and Economics ,
Chengdu 610074, China)

Abstract: The controversy about the usage of positive method and nor-
mative method in the economics research has been continued for a long time.
After comparing positive economics with normative economics, the paper
analyzes the science criterion in the economics, and expounds serious results
of ignorance of value judgment and other normative issues. The author ar-
gues that normative economics should be widely used, which is determined
by the nature of economics, and moreover, positive method and normative
method should not be separated one from another.

Key words : positive economics; normative economics; science criterion
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