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Empirical Study on the Changes in China’s Role
and Status in International Trade since China’s
Entry into WTO: Based on Social Network Analysis

ZHANG Qin', LI Hai-yong®
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Abstract: Based on the data of the international trade top 50 countries’
import and export in 2001 and 2010 from the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development website, this paper studies the changes in China’s
role and status in international trade system since China’s entry into WTO
by social network analysis. The results show that in 2010 Chinese out-de-
gree, eigenvector centrality and core degree rank the first and China occupies
a central position in the multidimensional scaling map and the network dia-
gram of international trade, confirming the increase in China’s status and
power in the international trade network; but China lags behind trade pow-
ers like the United States and Germany from the perspective of in-degree,
betweenness centrality and limit degree, indicating that China’s discourse
power and influence in international trade need to be raised. Finally, it puts
forward some suggestions about the change in China’s trade development
mode and the transformation of China form a big trade country to a trade
power.

Key words: international trade; WTO; social network analysis; role;

discourse power
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