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The Research on Fertility Properties: Demands or
Investments? From the Perspectives of Family Time
Configuration and Income

Xue Jiliang
(School of Economics and Management, Inner Mongolia University, Inner Mongolia Huhhot 010021, China)

Abstract: The heart of family fertility decision is the determination of the nature of the
birth, namely whether the children are demands or investments. Only to find the mystery of
fertility nature, can find out the policy design of fertility release under the backdrop of
“comprehensive two-child policy”. Therefore, this paper judges the fertility natures such as the

number of births, the number of survivals, the number of boys and the number of girls from the
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perspectives of family time allocation and income by the sampled data from 2013 to 2015. It
arrives at the conclusions as follows: firstly, care for the elderly and age are the main variables
affecting fertility, the lack of the own property rights of the housing and lodgings are the main
factors inhibiting birth, and the role of family time configuration in reproductive decisions is
stronger than the role of income;secondly, the stronger role of family time configuration in
reproductive decisions than income factor leads to more obvious investment feature of fertility;
thirdly, income, the strength of supporting the elderly and old-age security verify this view;
fourthly, the nature of the fertility as the investment makes the women of childbearing age do a
tradeoff between labor participation and family reproduction, and as women’ s income rises, the
rate of returns on investment is lower and brings to lower fertility rates; fifthly, the sex differences
in fertility mainly result from group differences of fertility, namely urban-rural difterences and

income differences.
Key words: fertility property; family time configuration; income; demand; investment
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Work Will Be Easier When Men and Women Work
Together: Does Gender Diversity Effect Improve
Production Efficiency?

Yang Zhenbing

(School of Economics, Nanjing University of Finance and Economics, Jiangsu Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: It is said that work will be easier when men and women work together, which is
a social phenomenon of public knowledge. Does female staff really improve the overall team
production performance? This paper establishes a theoretical model that male workers generate
gender diversity effect to obtain females’ goodwill and then improve overall team production
performance, and makes an empirical test at industrial and provincial levels. It arrives at the
conclusions as follows: firstly, after controlling the possible influencing factors, the rise in the
proportion of female workers can improve industrial total factor production efficiency, proving
the existence of the gender diversity effect; secondly, occupational gender segregation limits
women’ employment opportunities and inhibits the promotion of production efficiency.
Therefore, the governments should guide enterprises to find and use the gender diversity effect,
spontaneously improve the employment quantity of female workers, and fundamentally eliminate

gender discrimination.
Key words: gender diversity effect; female staff; production efficiency; employment
discrimination; occupational gender segregation
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