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Social Norms and Tax Compliance
of High-income Individuals

WANG Chong,ZHAO Yumin

(School of Public Finance and Taxation s Nanjing University of
Finance & Economics s Nanjing 210023 ,China)

Abstract: The construction of social norms of tax compliance of high-income
individuals is the important proposition of the transformation of the strict tax col-
lection in current China. By systematically sorting out the theoretical relationship
between social norms and tax compliance, this paper puts forward more compre-
hensive research questions and hypotheses, and employs path analysis method to
draw the main conclusions as follows: firstly, different types of social norms have
the diversified theoretical correlation with tax compliance of high-income taxpay-
ers,not only the indirect and progressive effect on tax compliance; secondly.,rein-
forced interaction between free-rider behavior psychology of individuals and the
strong suspicion of non-compliance of people around them constitutes a social men-
tality in tax compliance; thirdly,factors such as tax audit,taxation system and the
supply of public goods not only have direct effects on tax compliance, but also mo-
tivate or hinder the formation and development of social norms. It suggests that the
construction of social norms of tax compliance of high-income earners can been
conducted in aspects such as information publicity,integrity incentive, social propa-
ganda, tax audit, fairness, tax enforcement services and targeted collection.

Key words: social norm; high-income individual; tax compliance
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