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Impact of Tenure Implementation on Peasant
Households’ Perceived Control over Land:
From a Perspective of Cognitive Balance Theory

Qiu Tongwei', Li Ning', Zou Baoling®?, Ma Xianlei'

(1.School of Public Administration, Nanjing Agricultural University,
Jiangsu Nanjing 210095, China ;2.School of Economics and Management ,
South China Agricultural University , Guangdong Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract; The improvement of peasant households’ perceived control over land is an impor-
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tant way to construct their master consciousness and induce productive behavior. Meanwhile, it
also reflects the performance outcomes of land reform in terms of strengthening land property u-
sufruct property. This paper employs a survey of 1114 peasant households collected in four prov-
inces, namely Jiangsu, Hubei, Guangxi and Heilongjiang, and empirically tests the impact of
land tenure security on peasant households’ perceived control over land. The results indicate that
there is a temporal consistency tendency of peasant households’ perceived control over land. Se-
cure land tenure makes peasant households prone to keep transcendental perceived control, while
insecure land tenure results in the change in the perception of peasant households with stronger
transcendental perceived control over land. The empirical results show that peasant households
with land certificate possession and without land allocation experiences display a relatively higher
temporal consistency of perceived control over land. The lack of land certificates and experiences
in land allocation lowers current perceived control over land among peasant households with
stronger priori perceived control over land. Therefore, the administrative core of rural collective
land ownership should be peeled off, land property usufruct property should be strengthened fur-
ther, and peasant households’ perceived control over land will be enhanced by the improvement of
tenure security.
Key words: perceived control over land; tenure implementation; cognitive balance theory;
temporal variation
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to the model of public pension expenditures and sensitivity analysis of its parameters, the gradual

rise in the elderly dependency ratio will lead to the step-by-step increase in public pension expend-
itures in these countries, while the increase in retirement ages will result in the reduction in the
elderly dependency ratio and be helpful for the control of the rapid increase in public pension ex-
penditures. Accordingly, many OECD countries have carried out the reform of increasing the re-
tirement ages. This paper makes a comparative analysis of the basic conditions (life expectancy,
health life expectancy, education level of adults and the ratio of working-age population) and poli-
cy design of increasing the retirement ages in these countries. It sums up the main experiences as
follows: the first is to adjust the retirement ages based on the enough consideration of the macro
-economy and population conditions; the second is to increase the retirement ages incrementally
and gradually in a certain period and set up the window period of the reform; the third is to estab-
lish the assistant mechanisms of increasing the retirement ages in order to avoid the economic ef-
ficiency losses of the reform. such as the policy of flexible retirement, and the promotion and
protection policy for the old people’s employment. On this basis, it discusses the conditions and
policy design of increasing retirement ages in China,
Key words: aging population with lower fertility; elderly dependency ratio; public pension ex-
penditure; healthy life expectancy; the increase in the retirement ages
(%5 D





