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Economics and Ethics in Contemporary China’s Economic
Governance: Alienation and Dialogue

Chen Lin

(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China )

Abstract: Since the 1950s, the need for the dialogue between economics and ethics has
increasingly emerged and has attracted academic attention in the west. After the market-oriented
reform in the 1970s, economics and ethics in contemporary China continue to tear. This paper
attempts to start the dialogue with mutual understanding between these two disciplines. From a
perspective of the history of thought, a meditation on the tension between economic and ethical
issues in modern economics results from moral sensitivity in the pursuit of the good life with
freedom and equality. Advanced by special historical background, cautious attitude of thinkers and
the changes in the methodology of social sciences, modern economics is gradually separating from
ethics. However, owing to current technology restrictions, economic theories and ethics still have
complex relationship, and the analytical mode of binary opposition between economics & ethics
and public discussion based on this analytical mode are faced with several problems. Finally it

makes a comparison by taking the ownership as an example.
Key words: economics; ethics; alienation; dialogue
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Abstract: The reform of both mixed ownership system and public and private cooperative
system are the “one body and two wings” which promote the decisive role of the market. The
two focus on the special industries and public utilities respectively, carry out the depth and
breadth of the market respectively, and expand the investment and business scope of non-public
capital. The current market access law system can not be matched with the demand for the
reform: in the special industries on which the mixed ownership reform focuses, there are explicit
access barriers to non-public capital;in the public utilities that public-private partnership reform
focuses on, there are stealth access barriers to non-public capital all the time. In future, China’s
market access law system should pay attention to the reform of this situation: on the one hand, the
unloading reform of access regulation should be carried out in a number of areas mainly by
deregulation, to promote the reduction in barriers to the access to several industries, diversified
investment subjects, the optimization of market competition structure, and the increase in
competition vitality; on the other hand, when expanding non-public capital investment access, it
should make a structural adjustment to government regulation law system, namely regulation
reconstruction, to ensure that after non-public capital enters into a number of special areas, the

public interests still have no losses.
Key words: mixed ownership; public-private partnership; market access law;special
industry; public utility
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