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KEEIS: (PERFREITBRBAR(1921-1949)

Research on Audit Thoughts of the Communist Party of
China from 1921 to 1949

Zhang Xiaolingl’ ?

(1. School of Economics, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China,
2. School of Economics, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 211815, China)

Summary: Since its birth, the Communist Party of China (CPC) has attached great importance to the
construction of audit system and actively explored the audit thoughts. However, at present, the study on audit
during the New Democratic Revolution period is relatively weak in academic research. The existing achieve-
ments mainly focus on the historical description of the audit and supervision system of the CPC, and there is a
lack of systematic and theoretical summary from the perspective of ideological history. According to the needs
of financial and economic development and serving the war, the CPC’s audit thoughts experienced a historical
evolution process of birth, initial formation, and development from 1921 to 1949. This process includes the
evolution of the CPC’s understanding from the essence and importance of audit to the independence and au-
thority of audit, and then to the diversification of audit functions, reflecting the understanding track of going
from shallow to deep. Based on describing the historical evolution of the CPC’s audit thoughts, this paper ex-
plores the theoretical sources of the CPC’s audit thoughts and summarizes the theoretical innovation. The res-
ults show that there are three main factors of the CPC’s audit thoughts: The first is the Marxist theory of state,
finance and supervision; the second is the Chinese traditional state audit thoughts; and the third is the Western
audit methods and theories. The CPC’s audit thoughts are the integration and theoretical innovation of the
above three aspects, including a series of ideas about audit essence, audit functions and audit objectives, which
shows the important contribution of the CPC in continuously promoting the Sinicization of Marxism, inherit-
ing and carrying forward Chinese traditional audit thoughts, critically learning from Western audit thoughts
and so on. The possible research contributions of this paper include the following two aspects: First, it system-
atically combs and summarizes the historical evolution of the CPC’s audit thoughts from 1921 to 1949, re-
flects the CPC’s active exploration of audit thoughts and the historical logic of the evolution of audit thoughts
under the conditions of war, and summarizes and refines the theoretical sources and innovative factors of the
CPC’s audit thoughts, which provides the basis for constructing the national audit theory of socialism with
Chinese characteristics in theory and practice. Second, it has important enlightenment significance for telling
the audit history of the CPC, spreading the audit thoughts of the CPC, learning and summarizing the history of
the CPC, and adhering to and improving the national audit system of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
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