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Dependency Ratios, the Health of Residents and
Economic Growth: Demographic Characteristics
Affecting County Economic Growth in China

ZHANG Qiong'*. BAI Chong-en'

(1. School of Economics and Management » Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084,
China ;2. School of Economics, Central University of Finance and
Economics, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: On the basis of the extension of the theoretical framework of
economic convergence, this paper establishes an identified equation concern-
ing the impact of dependency ratios on economic growth, and makes an em-
pirical test by cross-county data from 2000 to 2007. The results are shown as
follows: firstly, the increases in aged and child dependency ratios, especially
the former, have significantly negative effects on economic growth;second-
ly, the health of residents has significantly positive effects on economic
growth;thirdly, to choose a more reasonable indicator of the health of resi-
dents is of great importance to the correct identification of the real effects of
health and dependency ratios on economic growth. It arrives at a conclusion
that, as the issue of aging population becomes more serious in China’ per-
haps the decease in child dependency ratio and the health improvement of
residents will not offset the negative effect of the increase in aged dependen-
cy ratio on economic growth.

Key words: old dependency ratio; child dependency ratio; life expectan-

cy; economic growth rate (R1EHRE F M)

o« 27 o



